


BRITWELL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRITWELL PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 17th   FEBRUARY  2021 AT 7.00 P.M., REMOTELY VIA ZOOM  

[bookmark: _Hlk35886348]Present	Cllr P K Mann (in the chair)
Cllrs. R. Anderson, K Barry, P Brooker, Mrs S Brooker, P Murphy and S Wright
		 
In Attendance : Mr. J. Holder (Locum Clerk) ; Sgt. Cerrig Shardlow (item 5)
                           Mr. Nazar Lodhi 
                           
21/20/PC        Declaration of Interest 
20.1 Cllr. Mann made a general declaration for herself and Cllrs Anderson and P Brooker that each was a  member of Slough BC, with Cllr Mann  making  a further declaration that she was a  Cabinet member of Slough BC (for Planning) specifically in respect of agenda item 8.

20.2 Cllrs P Brooker and S Brooker declared that each was a  Foodbank volunteer in respect of agenda item 11 a).

20.3 Cllrs Wright and Murphy declared an interest in respect of certain payments to be made to Cllr Wright  under agenda item 12.2
                
21/21/PC        Apologies                                  
21.1  There were none.

21/22PC 	Minutes of the meetings held on 20th  January 2020
Cllr Murphy noted that the first sentence of minute 9.2 referred to Cllr Wright rather than herself receiving an email to be tested for Covid. Subject to that change, the minutes of the Council meeting held on 20th January were approved as an accurate record of the meeting. The Chair would sign and send a scanned copy to the Clerk.

21/23/PC 	Public Forum
23.1 There was none.

21/24/PC 	Matters Arising (not covered elsewhere on the agenda)	   

24.1 Installation of Goal Posts (minute 21/15.3) Mr Holder said that the new goalposts had been installed  and payment subsequently made. 

24.2 . Co-option (minute 21/7.1) – Mr Holder confirmed that Cllr Barry had completed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office and Register of Interests and that Mr Holder had duly notified and copied in the Monitoring Officer at Slough BC. 

24.3 K9 Capers Dog Training Group (minute 21/13.1)- The Locum Clerk had advised Ms Gibbons of the revised fee provision.

24.4 Precept 2021-2022 (minute 21/14.1)- The Locum Clerk had advised Slough BC of the Precept request.

24.5  Additional bank Signatories (minute 21/15.5)- - Cllr Anderson to sign the  form, which he in turn would need to pass to Cllrs Mann, P Brooker and Murphy as current signatories to approve and then return to the Locum Clerk.
                                   Action: Cllrs. Anderson, Mann, P Brooker & Murphy / Locum Clerk   
 
  21/25/PC 	Neighbourhood Police 

25.1  Sgt. Cerrig Shardlow said that for the last four week period, crime for the Slough area was  19% down, with crime in Britwell being 10% down. In the last month, the Police in South England had been sending several texts in the one day to known drug dealers which had generated a lot of on-line chatter amongst them. There had been a further 3 month closure notice in a flat at Kingswood House. Witnesses had come forward to support closure orders on three properties in Furnival Avenue, with the court case expected in early March; if they were closed, it would reduce local drug usage.    

25.2 In respect of Covid 19, the Police now enforce every breach- £200 fixed penalty for the first offence, rising £200 for each subsequent breach. For House parties, there is a £800 fine for householders rising to £10,000 for weddings or funerals. There were increased calls concerning anti-social behaviour , mainly due to Covid 19.Parenst being fined for breaches by their teenage children. However the level of crime had gone down with Lockdown. 

25.3  In response to questions, Sgt Shardlow said that the Covid breaches mainly arose from people meeting more than two, not being from the same household. The problem was bad on the Farnham Road where there were a large number of take-aways, with people waiting outside not wearing masks. The Police had done work with Farnham Road businesses to engage with their customers. Traffic wardens Had also been used over weekend evenings to help enforce restrictions. Cllr Wright due specific attention to flats above the Chicken Delight on Farnham Road and also car wheel spinning in the area; Sgt Shardlow said he would notify his team.

25.4 The Chair expressed her appreciation to Sgt. Shardlow for attending; if he  or a deputy were unable to attend ,a report would be welcome.                                                             

21/26/PC 	Updates from  Outside Bodies
26.1  Youth Club - Cllr Murphy said that the Youth Club remained closed for this third Lockdown. She noted food was being supplied to needy families.

21/27/PC 	Coronavirus 

27.1  Slough Covid Outbreak group -  The Chair said that as of 11 February, there were 309 new Covid cases per 100,000 people, being a decrease week on week. The rate of reduction was however slower in Britwell than in some other wards in Slough. The focus now was on vaccination. It was important to encourage people to take up the vaccination and understand some myths; she would email out on this. Cllr Anderson noted that whilst last month, Slough was the second worst affected area but it had now dropped out of the worst 20 areas. Slough had been one of the first to vaccinate its Care Home residents. As well as Salthill which was a sub regional vaccination centre, there was also Langley health Centre with another nearby in Burnham.

21/28/PC 	Planning

28.1 Council members reviewed the following applications.

	Application Number
	Location 
	Proposal
	Council Comment

	
	
	
	

	P/04267/014
	BRITWELL EX SERVICEMENS CLUB, WENTWORTH AVENUE, SLOUGH, SL2 2DG
	Construction of a new cellar and storage for gardening equipment
	No Comment

	P/06147/005
	88, LYNCH HILL LANE, SLOUGH, SL2 2QB
	Change of use from C2 (residential institutions) to C3 (dwelling house)
	No Comment



28.2 The Locum Clerk to notify Slough BC Planning.                          Action: Locum Clerk

21/29/PC 	Site Vision & Building Works

29.1  Cllrs Anderson and Mann were still to get input from Stephen Gibson , Regeneration director at Slough BC, to help inform possible options and it was confirmed accordingly that this should continue to be carried forward as an agenda item.  Action: Cllrs Anderson / Mann  

29.2 Minor Asbestos work – Mr Holder confirmed that since the last meeting, this remedial work had been completed. 

29.3 Fencing repairs at front and around perimeter – As requested at the last meeting, Mr Holder had enquired further of RH Builders and had previously circulated their responses, including photos of the type of 2 metre high V mesh security fencing panels. Their quote of £5,109.85 was for 31 panels for the Fields perimeter to address the damaged areas but they had now provided a further quote if the Council wished fully to replace the perimeter with panels. Following discussion, it was agreed to confirm their quote of a) £5,109.85 for the 31 panels for the Fields perimeter as well as b) £1,468.51 to replace the chain link fencing at the front .

29.4 Damaged Exterior Panels  -   As requested at the last meeting, Mr Holder had enquired further of RH Builders as to  fitting general purpose plywood and cap to the rear area  and had previously circulated their responses . Following discussion, it was agreed to confirm their quote of £3,155.00.                           

29.5 Fencing, Exterior Panels & Car Park Barriers – Further to approval of the Fencing repairs, the exterior panels and also the car park barriers which had been approved at the previous meeting, Mr Holder would now instruct RH Builders to do these three items of work. They had advised that they would expect to start 19 April and the work for all three items of work was expected to take three weeks.                                                               Action: Locum Clerk
 
29.6  Bar Disabled Toilet - Mr Holder said the initial tender process for this had not been fruitful and he would be re-seeking quotes.                                                       Action: Locum Clerk
                                                                               
[bookmark: _Hlk2948244]21/30/PC    Parish Communications 
30.1 The Locum Clerk reported that he had agreed with Mr Carter to do a refresh to the website following which Mr Carter would provide him with some training for it.

30.2 Aside from Cllr Brooker who had already provided a biography for the website, the Locum Clerk requested these from the other councillors. He also noted that photos were required from Cllr Mann and Barry                                                      Action: ALL (save Cllr Brooker)
                                                                      
21/31/PC 	Community Centre and Sports Ground

31.1 Slough Foodbank -  Mr Holder noted the email from Slough Foodbank to the Council stating that they “ hugely appreciate your ongoing help and support in keeping the hall available for our use during this pandemic...” They noted that the Council would have incurred costs and did enquire whether the Council would wish to seek some contribution. Cllr Brooker noted the background was that Langley were charging the Foodbank £20 per session for incurring costs. Following discussion, it was confirmed that the Council appreciated the offer, would not make any charge but would review at Council year end, alongside general review of hall rates.                                                                                         Action: Locum Clerk

31.2 EPC Review – Mr Holder noted that as requested by Mr Lodhi’s solicitors, the Council had been requested to provide an Energy Performance Certificate (EPC).This had been undertaken since the last meeting. He was pleased to confirm that the premises had received a “C “ rating ,ratings between A-E being required for lettings. This EPC was now valid for 10 years to 2031.

31.3 Fire Risk Assessment -  Mr Holder noted that Mr Lodhi’s solicitors had also requested a Fire Risk Assessment which had been undertaken since the last meeting. He was pleased to confirm that overall the fire risk for the premises had been rated Moderate. The assessor had noted a number of areas where remedial action was recommended. Mr Holder had previously circulated the Action Plan from the Risk Assessment on which he had set out current status or proposed next steps. Broadly these actions fell into two kinds. A number concerned various remedial work or maintenance/periodic checks from electrical and gas contractors and others were policies or admin actions which the Clerk would provide. Following consideration, it was agreed to approve the action plan and confirmed the  remedial work or maintenance/periodic checks be undertaken.                                                                          Action: Locum Clerk

31.4 Clearance– In advance of the asbestos work, it had been necessary to empty the store room. As most of the material in there was junk dating back over 40 years, a skip had been hired and Cllr Wright and the caretaker had emptied the store room. Having the skip also enabled further junk to be cleared from both within the function bar area but also within the side room used by Foodbank, which has enabled the Council to meet their request for more space. It was noted that the caretaker had worked two days on skip clearance; he should be requested to provide a time sheet and be paid for his extra hours.
                                                                                        Action: Cllr Murphy/Locum Clerk

31.5 Cleaning-  Cllr Murphy had checked with Maureen from the Tea Dance about crockery in the side room. There had been a query about cleaning the chairs in the Hall. Members agreed this should be considered as part of a deep clean before re-opening of the Hall and considered with the Cleaner.                                        Action: Cllr Murphy/Locum Clerk

31.6 Leaks -  Cllr Murphy had been advised by the caretaker of water in the cleaning cupboard. The water had been turned off. There were two burst pipes which would need to be fixed.                                                                                         Action: Cllr Murphy/Locum Clerk

21/32/PC 	Finance 

32.1 Income & Expenditure -   Mr Holder highlighted a few items in the cashbook. The income and expenditure and bank reconciliation for January 2021 were approved. 

32.2 The payment of £294.00 (inc VAT) to Easy EPC for EPC Certification which had been made since the last meeting was ratified.                                                                                                 
                                         
32.3 In addition to bank payments and direct debits, it was agreed to approve the following payments by BACS :- 

· £2,340.00  (inc VAT) to Oracle Solutions Asbestos   for remedial asbestos work;
· £480.00 (inc VAT)  to CG Dennis Fire Safety Services Ltd  for Fire risk assessment  ;
1. £ 3,824.00 to pay/ reimburse S Wright  for the following:-
                        -£25.50 -2 floor tiles and glue for floor ;
                      - £3.50 -coffee/milk/sugar for asbestos contractors;
                      - £3,795.00 for Grounds maintenance (August – December)
· £1,447 .50 (inc VAT) to Manorcott Legal & Business Services LLP for locum clerk work; 
· £14.39 (inc VAT) to reimburse J Holder for February - March  Zoom charge
· £47.64 (inc VAT)  to Slough BC for March Waste. 
                        
32.4 Community Hall Building Fund - It was further confirmed that the payments to a) Easy EPC; b) Oracle solutions Asbestos and c) CG Dennis Fire Safety Services Ltd  would be made from the Community Hall Building Fund.
                                                                                        
32.5 Additional Bank Signatories – As provided above.


21/33/PC 	Chicken Ranch Bar
Interim Lease
33.1 By way of update, the Locum Clerk reported that Mr Lodhi’s solicitor  had requested the asbestos report, the EPC certificate and the Fire Risk Assessment, all of which had now been sent to him , but he had not otherwise yet commented on the draft lease. Mr Lodhi had however phoned Mr Holder the previous week to raise certain matters, details of which had been previously circulated. In respect of the installation of a disabled toilet and electrical inspection, these were in hand to be done by the Council. Further, Mr Lodhi had raised an issue concerning costs of refurbishment and was attending to speak to that.

33.2 Mr Lodhi said he wished to make the Bar a welcoming place for the community. He noted the quotes he had received for refurbishment, competition from the Ex Service-men’s Club   and the risk he would be taking on. He was therefore seeking some variation on the commercial terms such as a rent free period or rent reductionor longer lease period.He would also wish to serve food  He noted that the Hall was not welcoming. He asked  also for the Council to consider delegating powers on negotiation to a sub -committee or the clerk.

33.3 Council members discussed these issues with Mr Lodhi. The costs of refurbishment would depend upon the standard set and the Council would wish to see what the quotes contain. Cllr Wright noted that a number of breweries would meet the costs of refurbishment. The Council made clear, as previously advised, that the Hall was not part of the arrangement and remained with the Council. Food could be prepared in the kitchen but there were not cooking facilities there. Further, the Bar was a major asset and that the Council would not delegate its responsibilities. The Chair said that the Council would consider Mr Lodhi’s requests further in Part 2; she noted that with Covid restrictions, the Bar was unlikely to re-open  before June and the Council would not be making any decision today.

(Mr Lodhi left the meeting) 

21/34/PC 	Agenda items for Next Meeting
None specific.                                   

21/35/PC 	Any Other Business
35.1 Bill Thorp RIP  – Cllr Murphy reported that Bill Thorp had recently died of Covid.He was 100 years old. Over the years, he had been heavily involved with the Community Centre , being on the Centre management Committee and running the Day Centre. The Clerk was requested to contact St George’s Church, where he had been a parishioner to get further details on the funeral, following which Cllr Brooker, in his capacity as Slough Mayor would write , and the Council could further recognise his contribution.                                                       
                                                                                 Action: Locum Clerk/ Cllr Brooker/ALL


21/36/PC 	Next Meeting

36.1 The next Full Council Meeting to be at 7.00 pm on Wednesday 17th March 2021 remotely via Zoom.

20/37/PC       Exclusion of the public 

It was agreed that further to S.1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 that in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted under Item 17 on the agenda that the public be excluded and the matters dealt with in a subsequent Part Two meeting. 

The meeting closed at 8.35pm.

Signed as a true record of the meeting



………………………………………….Chair

Dated…………………………….
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